Witnesses to Faith? Martyrdom in Christianity and Islam
Brian Wicker, ed., 2006 Aldershot: Ashgate xiv + 166 pp., £40.00 (hb) 'Witness' or 'Martyr', 'Shahid' in Arabic, is one of those words, like 'Prayer' (Salat), which is used by both Christians and Muslims, but does not necessarily mean exactly the same thing to the members of the two communities. The reflexive form of the verb in Arabic, 'istashhada' (literally 'to martyr oneself'), in particular, has acquired significant prominence in some Muslim circles in recent years, but would not necessarily be found in wide use in the Christian community. A comparative study of the concept in the two traditions is thus very timely and this volume, based on a series of discussions arranged over several years by the Chairman of the Council on Christian Approaches to Defence and Disarmament in the UK and hosted by the Dominican community at Blackfriars in Oxford, goes some way towards meeting this need.
After an introduction by the editor, the book's eight chapters are Finally, it is interesting to note that, with one exception, the chapter by Abolfazl Ezzati, which is reprinted from the journal Al-Serat, all the Muslim contributions to the book (Asfaruddin, Haleem, and Azzam) are by women. It is not clear whether Prof. Ezzati was a member of the group whose discussions gave rise to the book or not, but assuming that he was not, it must
